
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Whispers from the Chair 

Whew, what a month it has been and I thought August leading up to the AGM was busy. 

I must admit that I was very relieved that we commence the September year with a full committee. We are 

still doing a bit of reallocating the member’s responsibilities and getting the new Treasurer (Ron) up to speed. 

It was fortunate that the old committee members still wanted to retain their previous responsibilities and are 

aware that, as from the AGM they are now limited to holding those responsibilities for 3 years when, if they 

want to stay on the committee, they must swap their role for another. 

Following the AGM, and partially to improve communication between myself and the members of MSK and to 

help me get more opinions on the various Governance and Risk aspects of running the shed, I have introduced 

a nine-member non-committee Chat group who meet monthly in the amenities space. Anyone who is 

interested may listen to our discussions but remember what we talk about is just a chat session and not a 

decision-making body. Decisions are made by the committee. The September meeting mainly discussed issues 

that arose at the AGM and moved into what future discussion items we could get into including where we see 

MSK being in 10 years’ time, future proofing the MSK operation, r isk management, etc. 

I would be keen to receive propositions on new revenue producing opportunities that we could introduce to 

spread our shed income over a wider range of activities. MSK are not allowed to directly compete with local 

businesses so keep that in mind. 

If you have something in mind, write up your proposition and submit it to the committee. 

As part of securing the MSK future and with continually raising costs, this year we will be doing increased 

monitoring of our income sources and their costs. Our new accounting software allows this to be done but it 

also involves a bit of work to narrow down what we should be measuring. 

You will notice that we have been expanding the availability of the compressed airline system and that we 

have also purchased a small mobile safety scaffold for use around our site. An up-and-coming project is to 

reduce the amount of dust we create in the workshops. It will be quite a big project but it is important for all 

our members’ health, not only for the guy doing the work but also for those working on benches in the 

vicinity. 

I am looking forward to the MSK garage sale and echo Trevor’s request for helpers hopefully we will have 

enough goods coming in to sustain two events per year. 

Chairman Mick 
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Upcoming events 

Just a memory jog of what Menzshed Activities are happening in the foreseeable future. 

Make sure you have them in your own Diary. 

Event Date Where Comment 

Garage Sale Saturday 17 

October 2026 

Shed  Be there or be square 

Recurring Events 

Sharpening tools Last Thursday of 

Month 

@ the Shed - 

regular event 

By Ray Y 

Electric watch battery 

replacement 

Second Tuesday of 

the Month 

@ the Shed – 

regular event 

Mick Mc will be 

bringing his 

wristwatch tools to 

replace batteries for 

a small charge 

 Fresh Scones Last Thursday of 

Month and 

whenever there is a 

birthday shout or 

any other excuse! 

@the Shed – a 

fairly regular 

event 

Hans and his 

apprentices will be 

producing superb 

scones fresh from the 

oven, or for anyone’s 

birthday shout 

PLEASE NOTE  One of the uses of the morning sign in is to record who is at the shed in case of a fire.  If 

you leave early or on an errand please just tell someone so we don’t have to search for you, that is if you 

have signed in legibly! 

All you have to say is “I’m Off” 

Contact Details 

Name Position Phone No Email Address 

Michael McKelvie Chairman  Chairman.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

John Moriarty Treasurer  Treasurer.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

To be appointed Secretary  Secretary.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

Roger Currier 

Dave Netherclift 

Newsletter Editor 

Assistant Editor 

021 991617 

027 8018049 

Currier.Roger@Gmail.com 

Dave.Netherclift@gmail.com 
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The AGM 

ED. Rather than just incorporate the whole minutes of the AGM in this newsletter I have added a precis of the 

main points. If you need more information copies of the AGM minutes are available from the office. 

Discussion on which elements of the Society’s financial resources could be used to fund its 
operating costs 
 

• Operating Costs and Charity Laws: Tony Annandale highlighted that the boundary between charity-
compliant and non-compliant operational funding is vague, arguing it is harsh to require essential costs 
like first-aider training and insurance to be funded strictly from membership fees rather than earnings. 
 

• Treasurer's Perspective & De-registration: The treasurer stated an objective to eliminate the 
operating deficit and emphasized the Society's statutory duty to the community, noting an alternative 
of de-registering as a charity to become a tax-paying incorporated society with little change to 
membership fees. 
 

• Debate on Subscriptions and Overheads: Divergent views emerged regarding whether members—
who are part of the broader community—should bear operating overheads exclusively through 
subscriptions, or if non-subscription income (such as commercial activities) could be utilized. 
 

• Compliance and Legal Advice: While members disagreed on what is lawful, the Chairman shared pro 
bono legal advice indicating that MSK's current approach is compliant, while also acknowledging that a 
more limited, liberal use of non-membership earnings is possible. 

 

2026 /27 Subscriptions 
 

• Subscription Recommendation: The Chairman explained that the Committee recommended setting 
2026/27 subscriptions at $75.00 plus GST ($86.00) to account for rising costs, a new $5.00 per member 
capitation fee to MenzShed NZ, and GST liability, noting a stand-still fee would require at least $67.00 
including GST. 
 

• Motion Amendment and Outcome: Despite opposition from Cliff Daly and some members against the 
Committee's $75 plus GST proposal, an amended motion moved by Roger Hayman and seconded by 
Robbie McKee—proposing a subscription of $70.00 including GST—was carried. 
 

• Call for Further Legal Advice: Following the vote, Roger Hayman expressed concern that the 
Committee had relied on equivocal pro bono legal advice regarding compliance matters and suggested 
seeking further professional guidance. 
 

Interest Register 
 

• Requirement: The secretary noted that the new constitution mandates maintaining a register of 
Officers' interests and managing any resulting conflicts. 
 

• Current Status: An Interests Register has been established for potential or perceived conflicts involving 
officers, and no conflicts arose over the past year. 
 



Election of officers 
 

• The following people were elected as officers of the shed: Roger Buchanan, Allan Cannell, Frank 
Easton, Michael Edwards, Douglas McCrone, Trevor McIntyre, Michael McKelvie, Ron McNulty and 
Noel Turchie.  Their positions to be decided by the committee. 
 

General Business 
 

• Sick Bay: Establishing a sick bay is a priority for the incoming committee after previous delays.  
 

• Parking Bay Flooding: KCDC support for parking area flooding has been deferred to the next financial 
year, though a soak pit remains a high priority. 
 

• Compliance and Insurance: A Code of Compliance certificate for rear groundwork will be prioritized 
once the makerspace building is finished, with no anticipated issues from KCDC, and John Moriarty 
confirmed all MSK assets are insured. 
 

• Vote of Thanks: Tony Annandale requested a show of appreciation for the Committee's work in 
keeping MSK operating effectively, which was met with applause. 
 

Not AGM! Just things to ponder 

• Being popular on Facebook is like sitting at the ‘cool table’ in the cafeteria of a mental hospital. 

• I too was once a male trapped in a female body…but then my mother gave birth. 

• If only vegetables smelled as good as bacon. 

• When I lost the fingers on my right hand in a freak accident, I asked the doctor if I would still be able 

to write with it.  He said, “Probably, but I wouldn’t count on it.” 

• I woke up this morning determined to drink less, eat right, and exercise. But that was four hours ago 

when I was younger and full of hope. 

• Anyone who says their wedding was the best day of their life has clearly never had two candy bars 

fall down at once from a vending machine. 

• We live in a time where intelligent people are silenced so that stupid people won’t be offended. 

• The biggest joke on mankind is that computers have begun asking humans to prove they aren’t a 

robot. 

• When a kid says “Daddy, I want mommy” that’s the kid version of “I’d like to speak to your 

supervisor”. 

• It’s weird being the same age as old people. 

• Just once, I want a username and password prompt to say CLOSE ENOUGH. 

• Last night the internet stopped working so I spent a few hours with my family. They seem like good 

people. 

• You know you are getting old when friends with benefits means having someone who can drive at 

night. 

• Weight loss goal: To be able to clip my toenails and breathe at the same time. 

• After watching how some people wore their masks, I understand why contraception fails. 

• Some of my friends exercise every day. Meanwhile I am watching a show I don’t like because the 

remote fell on the floor. 

• For those of you that don’t want Alexa or Siri listening in on your conversation, they are making a 

male version….it doesn’t listen to anything. 

• I just got a present labelled, ‘From Mom and Dad’, and I know darn well Dad has no idea what’s 

inside. 



Around the Shed 

 

  

Childhood Injuries 

   fell off my bike 

   fell out of a tree 

   twisted my ancle 

Adult Injuries 

   slept wrong 

   sat too long 

   sneezed too hard 

Another repair job for the toy library, someone thought it was a climbing 
frame and some parts had been unduly stressed! 

The workshop vacuum cleaner completely full and it’s filter filter blocked, (it’s 
been partly cleaned to show the difference).  It works much better when it has 

been emptied!!   If it’s not cleaning properly please empty and clean it. 

Tony A has recently refixed a 
pottery donkey’s tail at the shed. 

He has recently been seen walking 
around carrying a donkey to 

remind him of his success  and 
patience! 

Press Ctrl & Click on the picture 

for more 

 

• There’s a fine line between a numerator and a denominator. 

Only a fraction of people will find this funny. 

• Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where 

we are. 

• I have many hidden talents.  I just wish I could remember 

where I hid them 

https://1drv.ms/v/c/3fd2a4f38a45633e/IQB9AJMCKtOqSpQ7f_pHsnnBAcmLlZPF7Q4yyKfmzN_0IoA?e=vdVuZc


  

We got two plywood reindeer cut out by lazer kindly done for free 
by Specialised Washers & Gaskets on Riverban k Road in Otaki.  It 

only took 10.5 minutes to cut each one out.  Many thanks 

We now have compressed air supplies for tools in 
the PB workshop fed from overhead cassettes.  

Many thanks to Doug McC, Noel T & Trevor McI 

A work of art challenge for the wood 
turners – it’s only 900mm diameter and 

200 thick!  But it sold for $4,000. 

Croquet pegs / posts turned and painted with coloured 
bands. They are in a frame so they can dry without 

touching and are easier to handle.By Roger C, Ian P did 
the turning. 

Garden tools for cleaning in preparation for the Garage 
Sale. 



  

Peter R has developed a speciality in repairing rattan seats. To fix the 
rattan first the old rattan has to be removed, the groove in the chair 

cleaned out, the rattan soaked and then fixed using wedges and cramps 
allowing the rattan to dry out and shrink to make a finally tightly 

stretched finish. 

This chair was particularly difficult as there was both a convex and a 
concave curve in the panel.  Fortunately the seat wasa flat panel. 

Two of the chairs are now complete so 14 chairs completed now. 

A proposed new drill stand to save 
electricity consumption 

Hans working his magic on what will 
become custard and raisin scrolls 

A potential new member of the shed 
showing how to use a fret saw 



MenzShed Kapiti Makerspace: September Update 

Members will have noticed steady construction of the small green shed next to the Garage and some of you 

will (surely) be curious to know what will be going on in there when it is finished. 

The Makerspace initiative arose from a generous donation of two 3D printers and a Carbon Dioxide Laser. 

Even though the shed is incomplete, a number of jobs have been completed using the donated equipment. 

Also, the Makerspace team has doubled in size - Peter Holness, a new member, joins the team.  Peter and I 

have similar 3D printing and Laser cutting “kit” at our homes and we also use the same design tools. Fancy 

that! 

What has been done in the meantime? 

The new shed needed a few items for the 100mm piped fume extraction from the Laser Cutter. The Flanges, 

Cowls, U-Bends and Outlet Vent were all designed and then produced on the 3D printer. These items now lie 

under the shed and will vent fumes from the Laser to the outside. 

 

Mr Jobs (aka Frank Easton) landed some work from the Toy Library where a table-top soccer game lost a 

couple of spinners. With only a photo on the game’s box to guide the design, these two small plastic pieces 

were printed, one red & the other blue. Perfect! Job Done! 

 

As a design exercise, a small power box was printed to hold circuit breakers and a main switch as an example 

of what would be needed in the new shed. In general, 3D printed parts for mains-power electrical installations 

are unsuitable because the materials must not only conform with Standards (such as AS/NZS 3000), but must 

also be certified as “fire resistant”.  

The printed box features an integral DIN rail to mount electrical items and has a separate hinged lid. These 

parts were printed in a softer plastic, but to be fire resistant, the 3D print would need to be done with fire-

resistant ABS material. Getting certification is “just too hard”. 

 



This box will have a new home in one of the Bays where it will protect the controller for our 3-phase air 

compressor. 

The most recent job was for a member who needed a hood to tidy-up a hole in the 

wall where his rangehood extractor duct exited. Peter Holness did this design and it 

was printed on one of the donated printers. Happy Customer! 

Big thanks to Murray Cardie and his “apprentices” for construction progress so far. 

Similarly, big thanks to Alan Waterfield – Electrician – for the electrical work to install the Mains, outlets, 

lights and fan.  

The next steps include lining the interior, painting the walls, terminating the electrical outlets and laying 

carpet tiles and, maybe, arranging a grand opening.   

Please chat to either Peter or I about any potential jobs. If we can design them, they get recorded in Frank’s 

Job system and we go from there. 

John Moriarty 

Kiwi damages Nelson's plinth in London. 

Just prior to his recent Europe trip, Barry Iacoppi was in correspondence with a famous YouTube London tour 

guide, and a full video of the guided trip is shown below. 

Today he, (the guide), informed me that he had included information I had given him in his latest video on 

Leicester Square.  Please see link below. 

The whole video is of interest, but it is just after the 32-minute point that is of very special interest to me and 

my family. It is worth skipping to that point. 

Enjoy. We did.”                                            Full Video From 32 minutes in 

Photos of Hat Day – with thanks to Barry Timms 

Here's a few selected photos from Hat day. 

 

  

Dennis 

Sumon T & Cliff D Chris H & Chris H! Denis  

https://youtu.be/-2J5x20tQ5E
https://youtu.be/-2J5x20tQ5E?t=1951


  

Dave N Hans 

Roger K & Dave W Alistair B Tony A 

Dave 

Graeme J Simon T 



A trip to the Chatham Isles 

You know, no doubt, that I was missing from the shed for a week or so in September.  This was I was on an 

organised visit to the Chatham Isles with Parkwood village.   

We flew Air Chathams 2.5hrs from Wellington and the first thing we noticed was that the plane was only half 

full.  That is, all the available seats were taken but the other half of the seats were filled with tanks for cray.  

Obviously, these tanks were empty on the way out but on the way back they were full of cray bound for China 

and the tanks were to keep them alive as the Chinese prefer.  I later found out that they used to export cray 

tails but now they export the whole cray.  Chatham isles are 45minutes ahead of NZ. 

The Chathams comprise two inhabited islands, Chatham Island and Pitt 

Island, and many other smaller islands mostly bird sanctuaries or seal 

colonies or both. The lagoons are about 2.5m deep, are connected to 

the sea and are slowly filling up with sand 

Chatham island is about 1.6 times the size of Auckland's urban core 

and has a population of approximately 600 people. These people live 

on an island with about 180 km of road with only 6 km sealed.  Pitt 

island has about 90 people and 500m of sealed road. 

The first thing that hits you when you get there, literally, is the wind.  The Chathams are situated in the 

roaring forties and is blessed/cursed by a reliable Southwest wind.  Originally the islands were covered by 

trees but the early settlers cut most of them down to provide pasture.  The islanders are endeavoring to 

reinstate the trees but they will need millions of trees and there are only 600 of them to plant them.  A 

Chinese company is planting a pine forest for carbon credits. 

One of six containers of Kina gathered 
in an afternoon of diving.  The 

containers are about 1.2m3 

Passengers have to wait whilst the kina 
are unloaded 



Most vehicles are utility vehicles, 

Utes, SUVs Flat-beds and of 

course Farm bikes.  They all 

seemed to be carrying cray pots 

or fishing nets or sheep.  

Everything is expensive 

compared to the mainland, 

cauliflower is $10 a head, (and 

they are grown on the island!), 

diesel is about $5 per litre. There 

is mains electricity, diesel 

powered and a wind farm of 3 

windmills - many people have 

solar panels.  

The Internet is provided by Starlink 

Talked to a farmer who had a farm with three dwellings and a covered heated market garden.  He had 

installed a range of 40 solar panels himself. Before the panels were installed diesel cost him $20,000 per 

month, (including greenhouse heating).  The solar panel installation cost him $70,000, now his diesel cost is 

$2,000 per month used for the days when the ‘sun don’t shine’. 

There is one hotel, Hotel Chatham, (in Waikanae), 

very comfortable and hospitable and there are a 

few lodges, motels and homestays.  There is one 

shop that sells almost anything.  If you want 

something else it has to come via the mainland 

and it can take months 

The history of the island is a mixture of Moriori 

settlement, Maori invasion, sealers, whalers and 

gradual settlement. If you want to know more Ctrl 

& Click here. The New Zealand Company, a British 

company, tried to sell the islands to the Germans 

in 1841, (for $10,000), but the NZ government 

annexed the islands to stop the sale and 

The one shop on the island 

Koura (Cray) for dinner 

Interesting coastline 

Your typical tourists! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatham_Islands#:~:text=The%20first%20human%20inhabitants%20of,whom%20the%20M%C4%81ori%20also%20descended.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatham_Islands#:~:text=The%20first%20human%20inhabitants%20of,whom%20the%20M%C4%81ori%20also%20descended.


consequently increased NZ’s territorial area significantly.  Many of the bays and features of the islands are 

named after people on the board of The New Zealand Company.  The Hutt River, Upper and Lower Hutt in NZ 

is named after the company director, Sir William Hutt, even though he had never been to NZ, yet alone the 

Chathams. 

Is it worth going there?  Well, it’s not a holiday resort, it’s not warm, though the welcome is. It’s ok if you take 

suitable clothes, the wind blows and it rains.  We were there of 7 days and the first six were dry, the islanders 

were beginning to talk about a drought! It’s very interesting and I have no regrets at spending a week there. 

Go on a guided tour and be prepared to do some walking. 

A Challenge 

I went to Hamilton Gardens, link to Hamilton Gardens, and I do recommend it.  I am not a gardener but was 

amazed and overawed at what I saw.  If you want to give your wife/gardener/partner a present take them 

there – it will win you a lot of brownie points!  You could even go on the Northern Explore train. 

However, at HG there were several striking garden seats which I think would offer a challenge to the seat 

makers / repairers in the shed.  Here are some examples:  Roger C 

An English garden seat Indian garden bed 

Carved garden seat, I’m sure the Makerspace guys could 
help 

Carved Egyptian seat, (the seat was made of metal, and 
so were the lions but I am sure we can get Ray W to 

make some) 

https://hamiltongardens.co.nz/


Further around the Shed 

 

 

 

 

Richard H repairing a wooden step ladder and has made a nice job of it' 

We are getting a bit overrun by bikes, it's about time we 
made cars a priority!' 

Weather vane being modified by Ray W 
it needed a bracket so it could be fixed 

to a wall 

The scrap recovery gang busy at work.  Income from 
scrap is a significant item on the shed's balance sheet 



 

Marcel demonstrating how to start turning a piece of old timber 

 

 

 

Marcel recovering an old newel post, removing the nails 
where possible, cutting it to size for turning it into candle 

holders. 

Sharpening the chisel prior to 
turning. 

Press Ctrl & double click to see 

video 

A good demonstration of how to use the big table saw to cut a big sheet using the moving table and three people 
guiding the sheet.  Ray N. David P and Tim R 

Roughing out the newel post 
to remove corners to get a 

rounded piece of timber 

Press Ctrl & double click to see 

video 

 

Dennis brought this in to be fixed, what’s it for?? 

https://1drv.ms/v/c/3fd2a4f38a45633e/IQDF-fBIbxdWSawa1ffuqul0AY3k5JUt83TZyTpFh4mKdfo?e=N9CFUg
https://1drv.ms/v/c/3fd2a4f38a45633e/IQA5fslsD1XuQYePrbd4smMqAcVVEug9oRS66e-he6tMo_A?e=08GSyQ
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Jim W preparing items for the garage sale.  The red 
blade on the axe increases it's value from $5 to $10! 

1Bird drink feeders ready for wine 
bottles by Robbie McK 

Two recent bits of work Jim W did for the shed     .A box for the new set of mortise chisels and a pamphlet board. 

• My idea of a Super Bowl is a toilet that cleans itself. 

• Apparently exercise helps you with decision-making.  It’s true.  I went for a run this morning and 

decided I’m never going again. 

• If Adam and Eve were Cajuns they would have eaten the snake instead of the apple and saved us 

all a lot of trouble. 

• We celebrated last night with a couple of adult beverages …… Metamucil and Ensure. 



Art of Wood EXPO 

Sunday 18th Oct, 2pm   Baptist Church Hall    Te Moana Rd, Waikanae 

This is an invitation for all to attend what will be an outstanding amazing exhibition of the very finest 

woodworking art crafted in New Zealand. Don’t miss out…be there.  

The Art of Wood is an annual competition run by the National 

Association of Woodworkers New Zealand where award winners are 

decided by a panel of international judges with results being 

announced on the 1st of October.  

The Kapiti Woodworkers Guild, which is based at our MenzShed, is an 

affiliated club to the National association. The commitment and 

participation by our Kapiti Woodworkers this year has been truly 

outstanding with in excess of fifty amazing wood creations entered by 

our members.  

Kapiti Woodworkers Guild will 

be one of the major contributing 

Guilds across New Zealand. The 

New Zealand president of the 

National Association of 

Woodworkers, Tref Roberts, will 

be presenting at the Expedition.  

The Art of Wood EXPO will have 

on display the entries from our 

local Guild and in addition Tref 

will be bringing for display 

entries and winning pieces from 

across New Zealand. We are 

expecting around eighty pieces 

on display of which many will be 

offered for sale.  

The presentation by Tref will be at 2pm following which you will be able 

to browse the display of first-class wood crafted pieces from across 

New Zealand. 

 Afternoon tea will be provided and a gold coin donation to cover costs 

would be much appreciated. This is a public event, and we are 

expecting our Mayor and other VIP’s to attend along with local media. 

So MenzShed men and partners, come along and be amazed while 

supporting the Kapiti Woodworkers Guild event. 

Ian Barbour 

  Some sample entries 



Wood Turning 

Wood Turning 101 

Preamble: 

I’ll start by saying this was a carefully chosen title and took preference over ‘Wood Turning for Dummies’.  My 

wood lathe and I have never been friends. Despite it taking up space in my workshop the only shavings and 

sawdust around its feet has come from the thicknesser and sanding machine used for making one-off wooden 

toys with varying levels of complexity from those robust enough to survive abuse in a Day Care Centre, to 

more technical like a crane truck complete with a wind-out boom which is busy operating up north. Selling 

these has never really appealed as it would make my time worth about 7 cents an hour, and besides, a hobby 

is about burning through time and money. So far, a logging truck and tanker have been sold by the Menzshed 

to raise a few bucks at their garage sale. 

I’d never built a concrete mixer truck. Filled with trepidation, I approached a MenzShed lathe with a lump of 

recycled Rimu from an old door jam, determined to make the concrete mixer bowl. After much 

encouragement and direction from Ian and Ian I had something that once mounted to the truck, kids with a 

good imagination would be able to recognize. As a result, I was encouraged to apply to join the KWWG wood 

turning course. I remember thinking what a great idea and timed to avoid the annual dip into midwinter blues 

too. 

• Now 6 weeks on: 

I’ve learnt that I’m just scratching the surface of wood turning and given say another 10 or 12 years of 

practice I’ll be able to fly solo, but my lathe and I are at least now speaking, and during my mornings at the 

Menzshed I’ve been busy making a..... well ‘a thing’. 

• The Thing: 

I started with a block of wood between centres but rather than making something, I was intent on mastering 

cutting downhill, and bevel rubbing? (I didn’t even know it had an itch!). Eventually I’d made the block round 

using a spindle roughing gouge the use of which initially terrified me (there’s just nothing rational about 

poking a piece of steel that size at a block of spinning wood. Saying like ‘Don’t poke the bear’ leapt to mind). 

The graduates of the recent KWWG wood turning introductory 
course.  They are: Greg Gurau, Michelle Jennings, 

 Marcel van Dorrestein, Cody Theobald 

the shavings flying as Marcel wet turns 
the outside of a magnolia bowl while 

tutor Clive Williams looks on. 



My fear was next shifted to the parting tool as I’d decided to cut a spigot on each end of The Thing. Why on 

both ends? Just practice. The spigots were each 10mm long. Why 10mm? well that’s how long I could hold my 

breath while using that tool. 

• Lesson Learned: 

Start breathing exercises to increase lung capacity OR, relax a little and try to breathe while using the parting 

tool! After the parting tool episode, the gouge seemed almost friendly, more usable than before. I stuffed a 

Forstner bit in one end to create an opening. Why? To give it a go. That left me with a spigot on one end and a 

hollow spigot with a thin rim on the other! 

• Lesson Learned: 

Just like when we turned the box.... Start with a plan!  

Shelving that shaft for the meantime, I started on a foot. Cutting a hole for the shaft’s spigot reintroduced me 

to the Scrapper, I mean Scraper, a tool which in turn made the parting tool seem friendly and the gouge like 

an old mate! 

• Lesson Learned: 

There is NO substitute for practice... START WITH A PLAN! And listen to the voice in your head, that’s your 

Sensei saying “just rub the bevel”. 

Removing the spigot off the foot meant making jam chuck... But making a tight fit with a scraper that seemed 

intent on removing 1/8 inch at a cut? 

• Lesson Learned: 

Remember sandpaper is a tool too. And if the holes are too loose just add a layer of toilet paper. 

Cutting a ‘head’ to go on the other end of the shaft now seemed simple, 

• Smack an oblong of timber between centres 

• Garb my mate the spindle roughing gouge 

• Now dance my way back and forward along its length – initially hearing the click, click, click of the corners, 

becoming a shish, shish as the chips become shavings. 

But this dancing with the lathe? I hadn’t realized when cutting Left my left hand was at the front of the chisel, 

cutting right I swapped to right hand at the front. This reduced the hip swaying dance motion I needed. I’ve 

put all this down to my puberty years being influenced by DISCO dancing where hip swinging had been 

replaced by pelvic thrusting. 

So what of ‘The Thing’? nah it’s not really finished yet, it’s now been renamed to Mark4 

• Thanks: 

Despite their difficult to say acronym, KWWG has been AWESOME. Ian Pratt’s course has combined theory 

with lots of hands-on, with the assistance of extremely skilled, and ever so patient tutors I can honestly say 

‘they’ve taught me everything I know’. But seriously, what a brilliant six Wednesdays of fun learning. It’s been 

a real privilege to have been selected to attend, receive tuition and interact with such a talented bunch. 

Thanks heaps. Marcel – Class of 2026 

 



         

Ramp for Rehab Gym 

Some eighteen months ago Menzshed made a ramp for 

Exercisewell to enable disabled members to access the gym 

without assistance. This was made from 32mm ply and was 

designed to cope with electric wheelchairs which can weigh up 

to 88kg without anyone in them. This was out in the weather 

all the time and ramp edge had started to delaminate.  

An upgraded model was required so a plank 300mm wide and 

45mm thick was chosen as suitable to create a ramp 1.1m wide 

560mm long and 45mm deep. The plank was easy to cut to size 

on the dropsaw but unfortunately to cut the bevel was another story. In the end John R and Peter R cut the 

bevel on the four pieces necessary using handsaws - it only took 5 to 6 hours to do this!! 

Then the four pieces were joined together with 3 50mm steel rods at each joint and glued together. Using an 

electric plane ensured the bevelled ramp was smooth, and then and the ramp was complete.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several coats of non skid paint were applied and finally the red trim was 

applied. Here the Shed’s graffiti artist alias a retired panel beater (Chris W) 

showed his spray painting skills.  

Then the ramp was installed at Exercisewell and has been earning a number 

of accolades for a job well done.  

Peter R 

 

The delaminated ramp edge after 18 month’s exposure 
to weather 

View of top and 

bottom of new ramp, 

the blue is left over 

from the original 

timber. 

Note the consistency 

of the free hand 

sawing!! 



Plus, a special mention of support of our MenzShed Kapiti backers, local businesses, supporters, and sponsors 

which allows our projects to work for community and charitable activities 

Stair tread edges and 

trims 

We receive 10 litres of Cabots stains annually from Dulux 

 


