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From the Chair 
 
Talofa lava 
 

We have only been back on deck in the New Year for a little over 7 weeks and it seems we are 

already flat out. With such a lot on the go I plan to hold a special general meeting in the next 

month or so.  

The purpose of that meeting is to bring everyone up to date with where things are at, including 

some strategic issues identified by the committee and discussed at a meeting held in late January. 

Here are some of them. 

• Completion of the Peter B workshop for its final code of compliance inspection.  

• Other work going on in the various shed working bays and environs. 

• Insurance costs for the Shed’s assets  

• Finance – setting in place a ‘chart of accounts’ to better manage our income v expenses 

and set up budgets.   

• Resource consent application to permit better use of the Shed facilities. 

• Opening an extra day a week 

 

The meeting will also provide an opportunity for members to raise any issues.  

Please let me know ahead of the meeting if there is anything you want to discuss so I can have the 

right person/information on hand to assist.  

The Committee confirmed that our Garage Sale (GS) will be held on Saturday 23 March 2024. 

This is an important fund raiser for our Shed. There will be many tasks and roles in the lead up 

and on the day itself, I ask that we all get in behind the effort and contribute where we can.  

A small organizing Committee has been formed to lead the organizing of the GS, Roger K, Trevor 

McIn, Cliff D and me.  

Finally, I would like to welcome any new members who have joined our Shed since our return in 

2024 – I trust you are settling in, enjoying the fellowship and making new friends.     

 Soifua 

Tony A      
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Upcoming events 
 
Just a memory jog of what Menzshed Activities are happening in the foreseeable future. 
Make sure you have them in your own Diary. 
 

Event Date Where Comment 
Recurring Events    
Committee 
Meetings 

28 March 2024 
23 May 2024 
20 June 2024 

@the Shed At Noon 

 Sharpening tools Last Thursday of 
Month 

@the Shed This is a regular event 

 Fresh Scones Last Thursday of 
Month and 
whenever there is 
a birthday shout or 
any other excuse! 

@the Shed Hans and his apprentices will be 
producing superb scones fresh 
from the oven, or for anyone’s 
birthday shout 

Garage Sale 23 March 2024 @the Shed  
ANZAC DAY 25 April 2024  Shed Closed 
AGM reports due for 
2023-4 

18 July 2024   

Nominations for 
committee for AGM 

26 July 2024   

AGM 29 August 2024   
 

Contact Details 
 

Name Position Phone No Email Address 
Tony Annandale Chairman 020 41745745 Chairman.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

 
Peter Harkness Treasurer  Treasurer.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

 
John Moriarty Secretary  Secretary.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

 
    
Roger Currier Newsletter Editor 021 991617 Currier.Roger@Gmail.com 

 

 
 

Menzshed help line - Letter Of The Month 
Dear Help Line, 
I really need your advice on a serious problem. 
 
I have suspected for some time now that my wife has been cheating on me.  
If the phone rings and I answer, the caller hangs up, and she goes out at night a lot.  
I try to stay awake to look out for her when she comes home but I usually fall asleep.  
So last night about midnight I hid in the shed. When she came home she got out of 
someone's car buttoning her blouse, then she took her underwear out of her purse and 
put them on.  
It was at that moment, crouched behind the table saw, that I noticed a hairline crack in 
the lathe motor mounting bracket.  
Is that something I can weld or do I need to replace the whole bracket? 
 

mailto:Chairman.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com
mailto:Treasurer.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com
mailto:Secretary.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com
mailto:Currier.Roger@Gmail.com
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Around the Shed  

My wife asked if I could cut down a large rimu tray 
as the original was too big to handle. My first task 
 was to disassemble the existing tray. 
  
Upon knocking the sides and ends off the old recycled very dry rimu split into many irregular pieces. With advice from 
several members, I commenced the process of trying to cut down and reassemble into a small tray. However, my 
efforts ended up a disaster. Without asking for help, I was inundated with advice and assistance with the project 
being taken over and undertaken by Jim Ws. The transformation from a pile of split wood to a magnificent tray.  
 
As I have difficulty in carrying a cup, glass etc without spilling, this tray will be my transport for such. A big thanks 
goes out to all who helped. Scones booked for the 22 Feb.  Dennis G. 

Making use of artificial intelligence. 
 
“Alexa, I am feeling that I want to have sex.” 
 
Alexa:  “Most certainly... Don't worry. I am dimming the 
lights. Setting your AC to 22 C degrees. 
 
The Viagra is kept on the top right shelf of your wardrobe. 
The gel is kept next to it. 
 
I have hired your favourite Thai masseuse. She is just 12 
minutes away as per her Uber ride status. 
 
I have scheduled her payment from your credit card 2 
hours from now. 
 
I have checked your wife's GPS, and she is shopping in a 
suburban mall. According to her buying checklist stored on 
my disk, she will take at least 2 more hours, plus according 
to Google maps traffic analysis, more than 1 hour to reach 
home. 
 
Enjoy your sex. And yes, your condom is in the pull-out 
drawer of the living room and the key to that drawer is in 
your wallet. 
 
This is the last condom, so I have added condoms to your 
Amazon cart....” 
 
This is called true Artificial Intelligence... 
 

Robbie McK with his latest version of a 
tui feeder 

A new turned handle for a pan by Ian P 
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Making use of artificial intelligence ctd. 
MEANWHILE...... 
 
Wife: “Alexa, have you set it up?” 
 
Alexa: “Sure thing, he thinks you are going to take three hours. If you take an Uber home, you will be 
there in 45 minutes. I'm recording the whole thing with four cameras, you just need to walk in, we 
have the bastard cold. 
 
I've got your divorce papers printed and ready, and your attorney briefed, case documents are 
drafted and will be completed tomorrow, $1 M. damages plus $10,000 per month alimony. 
 
All set. Your Uber is waiting outside.” 
 
Now, this is Artificial Counterintelligence! 
 
After all, Alexa is a female! 
 

The chars were in a tired state 
requiring the leg support dowels to be 

reglued, the legs connecting to the seat 
bases, a few damaged areas filled and 

spot staining.  By Alan C 

                                                                                                                                          This book library was built by Ian B,  
                                                                                                                                           Bill Y, Alistair and Brian B and some 
                                                                                                                                           other visitors.  When it was built it was 
just painted it but then the client added the book images to the side and gave us public credit, nice. 

Allan C made up this frame for a swing chair based on the drawing above 
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Brian B with one of a series of boxes to be 
used to hold emergency stop buttons on 

our machinery 

John R has made a ‘very stiff’ washing 
line 

We were asked to 
repair a much loved 

grand piano.  The 
keyboard had fallen 

off and the music 
stand needed fixing. 

 It doesn’t play see the 
car key alongside to 
give you a sense of 

scale.  
Kevin A and Jim W did 

the job. 

Three apprentices who have just 
qualified as Menzshed bakers. Brian J, 

Roger K & Ian B. 

Ray F and Jim W did a lovely job 
overhauling our trailer prior to the 

WoF.  It passed. 

Coin purses by David S 

 

Older People’s T Shirts 
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We were asked to repair a drain tray for a cider press but it was too far gone so Roger C made a matching new one 
from a rescued oak bookcase and a sheet of ply.  You can see, on the original, that the side joints are stuffed with 

paper, presumably to stop leakage and the base is beginning to crack.  The new tray sides are rebated all round and 
glued with exterior quality pva glue and screwed together with stainless steel screws, it shouldn’t fall apart! 

We had to cast a concrete slab as a tank stand support for a larger 
than normal rainwater tank.  Work by Kevin A An alternative postbox by Dennis H 

The firewood gang got an extra special present this week. Here are Frank E and Charlie L 
managing to show a brave face. 
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The New Member Process 
The committee has decided that we need to follow a consistent process when someone turns up at the 
shed to have a look at us and eventually decides they want to become a member.  It is mainly for 
supervisors, but ordinary members (or even extraordinary members – aren’t we all!) should have 
some idea of the process in case they want to introduce friends to the shed.  It is as follows: 
 

The New Member Process 
At the commencement of each morning meeting, the ‘compere’ or Supervisor of the Day asks if there 
are any visitors or prospective members present. If there are, it is appropriate to welcome them, 
request their name, present them with a Visitors Badge and, if a prospective member, invite them and 
their sponsor to see the Secretary or a Committee Member immediately after the meeting.  
 
If the person is a prospective member, they are informed that there is a membership process to be 
followed: 
 

1. A formal invitation is extended to attend up to two more meetings gratis. 
 

2. They must complete a membership application form immediately (a copy retained by MSK, the 
original returned), then receive a brief explanation of on-site expectations, and have their 
sponsor (or somebody else if there is not one) assigned as mentor – who will be responsible for 
their on-site safety and engagement until membership is either approved or not. 

 
3. Subsequently, an interview by the Secretary or Committee Member to establish what the 

prospective member hopes to achieve. This provides the basis for assigning the prospective 
member to some activity that he would enjoy and that MSK sees value in. 
 

4. After one or two visits (as a Visitor), the prospective member may ask to join. His membership 
form is received, entered into the System, the prevailing sub payment is made, Badge is 
printed, and the basic rules of the shed are explained. His Mentor continues to take 
responsibility for him until Induction. 

 
5. The Committee approves/rejects his membership (via an email process if necessary) and if 

approved he is formally inducted at a suitable time thereafter. 
  

HOUSE OF SCIENCE VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED 
 
The House of Science (Kapiti area) is looking for some volunteer drivers, and you may be keen 
to help: 
 
HOS is run by a charitable trust.  Like a library, it lends and delivers science experiment kits to 
primary schools, to introduce kids to various scientific topics, hopefully sparking an interest 
that they will pursue through secondary and higher education.  And NZ does need to raise its 
game in science & technology! 
 
The role is to pick up used kits from schools, deliver to Otaki, and deliver new kits to schools in 
the Kapiti area, from Otaki to Raumati.  Deliveries happen fortnightly on Thursday pm, and it 
takes 2-3 hours.  Kits can be carried easily by one person. 
 
There is a reasonable petrol allowance, claimed monthly, on km travelled. 
 
The schools in this region are really keen on the service, and demand is growing. 
 
I am going to be out of action with shoulder surgery, from late February, for a few months,  
 
If you are interested in helping with this valuable service, please get in touch and I will arrange 
introductions, and show you the ropes.  Alan Cannell 
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The Bikers “Bridge to Nowhere” Adventure 
 On the weekend of 27 February six intrepid bikers set out to ride the Mangapurua Track from the 

wilds behind Raetihi down to the Bridge to Nowhere, which is about as far from civilisation as you can 

get in the North Island. The track forms part of the Mountains to Sea Trail. 

The team stayed at the Police Ski Club lodge in 

Raetihi, a short walk from the Raetihi Cossie Club 

that ensured we were well fed and watered. The 

lodge was rustic but comfortable and was a nice 
place to stay. 

On Saturday morning, after a delayed start we were 

transported some 40 kms up the hills to the track 

start. It was a windy and dusty road and a couple 

were looking a bit green at the start of the ride, but 

that didn’t last. There was a 6 km uphill to warm us 

up and a few more up and downs before we got to 

the top of the trail at the Mangapurua Trig station. 

From there it was largely a single-track downhill to the bridge and out to the Mangapurua Landing 
where we were picked up by jetboat for a 40 minute trip down river to Pipiriki. 

The history of the area is a sorry story. In 1919, a large 

number of WW1 veterans took up grants of bush land to 

develop as family farms and most laboured for years to 

clear the steep hills and build homes for their families. 

Transport to most of the blocks was limited to horse and 

cart and the scale of the work required and costs of 

developing the land, and then the Great Depression, proved 

overwhelming for most who eventually walked off with 

little to show for their years of work. The last settlers were 

directed to leave in 1942 and the land is now mostly in the 

hands of DoC. 

The Bridge to Nowhere was a post-depression 1930’s 

works project and it was built to a high standard, but 

regrettably no funding was provided for the road planned 

to open up the area from the Whanganui River to the top of 

the hill. It is hard country with steep drops and papa rock 

which makes road building very difficult. So now, the 

Bridge to Nowhere sits in isolation and the 

area has reverted to wonderful regrowth 

bush with mostly a single-track biking and 

hiking pathway as the only access. 

The track proved challenging to all the guys 

with some inevitable spills, but fortunately no 

lasting injuries. Prize for the most spectacular 

crash went to Ian H and the tortoise prize for 

“persistence to overcome tiredness and 
prevail” went to our senior biker, Ken G. 

Tony, Ken, Mark, Cliff, Graeme and Ian at the start 

Unloading the Jetboat at Pipiriki 

The Bridge to Nowhere 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/manawatu-whanganui/places/whanganui-national-park/bridge-to-nowhere/
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It was a happy but tired group of guys who 

went down to the Cossie Club on Saturday 

night, but the expected night of truth telling 

and rehydration was cut short as most headed 
to bed for a well-earned early night. 

Thanks to Ian H and Graeme J for organising 

the trip and the accommodation. And as 

always, what goes on, on the trail stays there – 

but the boys all behaved impeccably. 

Cliff D 

 

 

Should I Click on This Link? 
I love pinball machines, I have played them for years, probably spent a fortune on 
them and it’s only that Microsoft have put in a pinball machine in Windows that I 
have been able to control my addiction.  Well not really, Microsoft’s pinball 
machine graphics are very grainy and it’s too fast for me.    
 
Microsoft pinball was first introduced in Windows 98 and came with all 
versions of Windows up to XP.  However, you can still get here  if you 
want to have a go.  Run the program when it downloads, (it should 
appear in your downloads folder), and if you double click on it, it will 
install in the Games folders of your Start menu. 
 
The fascination of pinball machines to me is ‘how on earth do they 
work?’.  They were invented before the days of computers and are soo 
complicated, they have so many scoring options which increase the reward if you hit a target or 
manage to spell out a word with the ball etc.etc.  Oh the bells, Oh the bells.  There’s a very interesting 
demonstration of how they work on one of my favourite YouTube channels, Technology 
Connections, it’s called Old pinball machines are amazingly complex.  I am amazed at what they were 
able to do with relays. solenoids and bells!  I do recommend the channel, he talks about all kinds of 
electrical machines ranging from coffee machines to heaters, from the advantages of UK’s electrical 
plugs to popcorn buttons on microwaves.  He’s funny / quirky and explains things very well. 
 
Did you click on any of the above links? What happened, and where did it take you? Was it safe to click 
on those links? Could you have downloaded a virus or some other malicious software? The answer is 
yes, you just don’t know!  You are always taking a chance when you click on a link.  But you have to 
click on links!  You click on links all the time, when you do on-line banking, you enter your password 
and press the ‘log in’ or ‘submit button’.  Buttons are just links with a fancy front end that take you 
somewhere or run software.  
 
I curse my antivirus software when I click on a link and it blocks me saying this site is unsafe, I know it 
is doing its job and I will often override it.  But it has warned me, and I will take particular care to 
make sure I know where the link takes me.  It is possible to see the software behind a web site by 
pressing Ctrl-U, (in Google Chrome), and see what it is doing but it’s difficult to work out the code. 
 
Sometimes when I have been downloading a piece of software, I have gone to a site that has a 
‘Download’ button alongside the program I want.  I have learned to look further.  A common trick is 

The Pou at the Mangapurua Trip site 

https://www.techspot.com/downloads/5697-microsoft-pinball-for-windows.html
https://youtu.be/ue-1JoJQaEg
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that this button downloads a ‘Check Your Drivers’ program.  (Drivers are little programs that make 
devices inside your computer work, manufacturers often update them to add new features or to 
overcome a bug in the device). These, driver checker programs are a pain in that if I run the driver 
checker program it will go through my machine ostensibly checking for ‘old drivers’ and invariably 
coming up with “You need to update your drivers, pay us $50, (or thereabouts), and we will download 
them for you”.  I have been caught several times – never so far that I paid the $50 but I have to 
uninstall the driver checking program that I have mistakenly downloaded.  You have to be very careful 
to make sure you press the correct download button.  (Web site owners get commission on every $50 
so they collude in trying to get you to press the wrong download button). 
 
The Internet would not work without links, they are incredibly useful, and the web would not work 
without them, but we have to take care, we have to be aware of which site we are on, is it legitimate, 
does it come from a known source, ie this article. (the links above are perfectly safe)?  Do you know 
this site, Wikipedia, Microsoft, Your Bank, this NZPCA article, etc.  Just think for a second before you 
click!  Chances are you will be ok clicking on a link but keep your wits about you. 
 
Be extra especially careful about clicking on links in emails and don’t click on them if you don’t know 
who the email is from. 
 
Appendix: 
Since writing the above article I have seen a video of an Indian factory making chopping boards and 
rolling pins.  Would like your comments on the safety of their process!  Click on the link, I promise it is 
safe.  Making Chopping Boards and Rolling Pins in India.  Roger C  
 
 

 

  

Random Thoughts 

• The ability to speak several languages is an asset, but the ability to keep your mouth shut in any 
language is priceless. 

 
• Be decisive. Right or wrong, make a decision. The road is paved with flat squirrels who couldn’t 

decide. 
 

• When I get a headache, I take two aspirin and keep away from children just like the bottle says. 
 

• Becoming an adult is the dumbest thing I’ve ever done. 
 

• If you see me talking to myself, just move along. I’m self-employed. We’re having a meeting. 
 

• “Your call is very important to us. Please enjoy this 40-minute flute solo." 
 

• Does anyone else have a plastic bag full of plastic bags, or is it just me? 
 

• I hate it when I can’t figure out how to operate the iPad and my tech support guy is asleep. He’s 
5 and it’s past his bedtime. 

 
Today’s 3-year-olds can switch on laptops and open their favourite apps. When I was 3, I ate mud. 
 
Tip for a successful marriage: Don’t ask your wife when dinner will be ready while she’s mowing 
the lawn. 
 
So, you drive across town to a gym to walk on a treadmill? 
 
Old age is coming at a really bad time. 
 
If God wanted me to touch my toes, He would've put them on my knees. 
 
Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators. We haven't met yet. 

https://youtu.be/E0IkyknL7Hc
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Plus a special mention of support of our MenzShed Kapiti backers, local businesses, supporters, and sponsors. 

Plus that ongoing support for our projects and community activities 

Stair tread edges and 
trims 

 

We receive 10 litres of Cabots stains annually from Dulux 
 


