
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

You have no doubt heard that we have managed to get the Resource Consent on the Shed premises 

extended such that the opening hours can extend to approximately 5pm during the week.  This sounds 

marvelous but will introduce complications if members want to stay there until 5pm or if we want to 

be open more days of the week. 

Normally if I am doing a job I get frustrated at the short length of time I have at the shed. Often I start 

as early as I can, taking a quick break for the meeting, then back to it, and stretching the time as far as 

possible until the supervisor wants to lock me in.  Sometimes, I must take work home if a piece is 

wanted by a deadline.  I would appreciate a facility of more time at the shed but not normally as I have 

a life outside the shed and the 12/12:30 closing time suits me fine. 

Sometimes the ratters and the weta motel teams have had to stay longer to finish an order, usually 

they have a member who is a supervisor or has been a member for some time who knows what is 
required. 

If we do extend the opening hours there are issues to resolve, some of which are: 

• Who is going to supervise and deal with members of the public who turn up? 

• How are we going to pay for extended running hours, power, coffee etc? 

• Should there be a minimum number of people at the shed for safety reasons?  

• If there was an accident, how would it be dealt with? 

I can’t see that extended hours would work as normal.  We could allow members to work late but they 

would need to have a set of keys and, I suggest, should not be on their own. 

We could make the shed open to other groups, woodturners, special projects etc but there would be 

stipulations and restrictions on the use of some machines.   

We have a problem to solve; it just needs working out before take advantage of it.  

Roger C  

NEWSLETTER – June 2025 

No. 158 

A question of recognition…. A 65-year-old woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital. 

While on the operating table she had a near death experience. Seeing God, she asked "Is my time up?" 
God said, "No, you have another 33 years, 2 months and 8 days to live." 

Upon recovery, the woman decided to stay in the hospital and have a Face-lift, liposuction, breast 

implants and a tummy tuck. She even had someone come in and change her hair colour and brighten 
her teeth! Since she had so much more time to live, she figured she might as well make the most of it. 

After her last operation, she was released from the hospital. While crossing the street on her way 

home, she was killed by an ambulance. Arriving in front of God, she demanded, "I thought you said I 
had Another 33 years? Why didn't you pull me from out of the path of the Ambulance?"  

God replied: "I didn't recognise you!!!"  
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Upcoming events 

Just a memory jog of what Menzshed Activities are happening in the foreseeable future. 

Make sure you have them in your own Diary. 

Event Date Where Comment 

Recurring Events 

Sharpening tools Last Thursday of 

Month 

@the Shed - 

regular event 

By Ray Y 

Electric watch 

battery replacement 

Second Tuesday of 

the Month 

@the Shed – 

regular event 

Mick Mc will be 

bringing his 

wristwatch tools to 

replace batteries for 
a small charge 

 Fresh Scones Last Thursday of 

Month and 

whenever there is 

a birthday shout or 

any other excuse! 

@the Shed – 

fairly regular 
event 

Hans and his 

apprentices will be 

producing superb 

scones fresh from 

the oven, or for 

anyone’s birthday 
shout 

 

Contact Details 

Name Position Phone No Email Address 

Tony Annandale Chairman 020 41745745 Chairman.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

 

John Moriarty Treasurer  Treasurer.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

 

John Moriarty Secretary  Secretary.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com 

 

    

Roger Currier Newsletter Editor 021 991617 Currier.Roger@Gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:Chairman.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com
mailto:Treasurer.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com
mailto:Secretary.MenzshedKapiti@outlook.com
mailto:Currier.Roger@Gmail.com
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Around the Shed  

 

 

 

This is the latest upgrade to New Zealand’s defence spending being 

refurbished by Ian P, Bryan, Niel, Dave and Dennis. 

A beautifully restored table with polished top 

by Gavin A 

A little bit of background on the donation of the Lister engine and sheep shearing  

attachments. 

 

Trevor Mc from the committee had been asking for volunteers to find a good home for  

the engine. So, I had a go at trying a few suitable places and after searching around I  

eventually ended up at finding the Wellington Vintage Machinery club  

 

After a brief discussion with Mark Stewart, from the Wellington Vintage Machinery club, it became apparent Mark was familiar 

with the engine and had actually seen the engine previously at the Menzshed. Mark was very keen to accept the donation of the 

engine on Saturday 10th May . 

 

On the day Mark turned up with 2 helpers and a trailer. With the additional help of Roger K and myself we were able to man 

handle the engine out of the container and with the aid of an engine hoist it was lifted onto the trailer 

. 

The lister engine can now be seen at the Wellington Vintage Machinery club at Whitemans Valley, Upper Hutt. All Menzshed 

members are welcome to come and visit.  Simon T 

 
A woman sipped a glass of wine while sitting on the patio with her husband. She said, "I love you so much. 

I don’t know how I could ever live without you." 

Her husband replied, 

      "Is that you talking... or the wine?" 

She smiled and said, 
      "It’s me… talking to the wine." 
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Before and after picture of a canvas stool fixed by Noel T 

It resulted in a lot of sanding and filling. 10mm ply would have been better. 

 

The catch was a magnetic cupboard catch from Temu, very successful and cheap.  The access panels were hinged with 

piano hinges fixed with Epoxy adhesive which allowed for fine adjustment to make the panel fit they were subsequently 

screwed for additional security. 

 

There are left over catches, hinges and upstands in the store 

 

The pvc upstand was also from Temu, we got three for the same price as one from local shops.  The boxes were made by 

Roger C, Gabriel and Kevin A. 

Kapiti Council asked the Shed to make five comment 

boxes.  The intention being that they would be 

distributed around the district in libraries etc for people 

to post their comments in about current issues.  The box 

size was specified and had to have a hinged access 

panel, and a clear pvc upstand to show the issue.  

‘Although they expected to get all kinds of comments on 

all kinds of issues!’ 

 

We made them from 8mm ply, nailed and glued together 

to form the box.  8mm ply was a mistake it was difficult 

to stop the nails from poking out, Also it tended to bend 

which made the box edges look uneven and not well 

made.   

Temu catch 
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101 Faces of Menzshed 

From: Richard Cato <publications@menzshed.nz>   Sent: Sunday, 15 June 2025 5:14 pm  

Subject: 101 Faces of MenzShed NZ 

  

 

  

 

 

To all Shed members in our sheds nationwide, 

With winter upon us it is a suitable time to get out that pen and paper and write us a story. 

I am launching the 56-page book 101 Faces of MenzShed New Zealand, and I need your help. 

This book will highlight the stories of men in sheds throughout New Zealand, not only that, but it will 

also be a wonderful way to promote our organization. 

Your story holds the potential to inspire others to join a shed and gain the benefits you have. 

What is required: - 

A story of between 150 and 250 words describing your 

experience at your shed and what the shed has done for you 

Please use no surnames in your story 

An individual action photo of you at your shed 

We will check your story and send the final proof back to you 

for signing off 

The deadline for submitting your story is 20th August 2025 

Send to publications@menzshed.nz and if you have any queries 

phone Richard on 0273922422 

Please give it a go. There are examples in the proof copy sent to your secretary. If you would like to 

contribute but cannot put pen to paper, please give me a ring and I will take your story over the 

phone. Ph 0273922422 

Here are a couple of one-liners from North Palm Beach Men’s Shed, Florida, USA: - 

“I lost my wife about 8 years ago and that same year I retired. This double whammy hit me quite hard 

and quite frankly, I was lost. I totally get the mission of the Men’s Shed. Thank you!” Florida Shedder 

“It’s always interesting to hear about the lives of our Shed members.” Shed member DG 

“I’ve met new friends, learned new things, and I enjoy attending Shed meetings. Lots of great guys 

there!” Shed member JH 

Many thanks,  Richard Cato  

 495 Preston Road Extension, 

Te Awamutu 3800 
ph. 0273922422 

 

mailto:publications@menzshed.nz
mailto:publications@menzshed.nz
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Ray Y – As sharp as ever! 

Anthony B in the process of recovering a chopping 

board. 

Great excitement at Jade Lane for the official opening of the community library. The cabinet was an old food 

safe from the MenzShed, as was the paint. A neighbour who is a paraplegic and an artist did the outline for 

the artwork. I purchased 6 test pots of paint from Resenes and Marina Jones coloured in the outline 

 Special thanks to Alf for his enthusiastic support. The bench seat was an old garden seat we had. I gave it a 

coat of paint to add colour. Another great MenzShed community project.  By Terry J 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2457943724435213/user/100003373418308/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXwxUuRLy8rmQqmvlcWQwk-2Z3mtEurBDH_oREhOIHaZyDGsBkg1REwzuXHs4VqYEmWu_fqTdPtretgyRbmYeIE3Dd9lTSVl38N1RAJVvUIYzr2N9an7P3xSVYieiV7HiFNaCL-3PTT7k7TVSDa1U8V7p9HEir3ZO72H1bvCG89aIAWX39g0RII2qi4T7RtQhlZQNEmnmAt5P_uVhr6txYq&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Those of us in touch with the Firewood 

Team's efforts to raise funds often rail 

against the degree to which "honesty" 

is (or is not) reflected in the contents of 

the honesty box. But, just occasionally, 

something like this happens.  

 

Sadly we have no idea who left it  

Derek C 

Do you have a piece of furniture at home that needs some love? Do you want to have a go at doing it yourself? 

Join us in the studio and learn how to reupholster your old piece of furniture so it looks like new! 

In the Beginners Open Class you'll learn a whole heap of upholstery skills, you'll have access to professional 

upholstery tools and equipment and you'll have heaps of fun! At the end of the course you'll have a beautiful, 

one-of-a-kind, upholstered-by-you piece of furniture to take home. During this two-day class you'll gain heaps 

of knowledge and the skills to be able complete your next project - because we're 100% sure once you do a 

class with us you'll catch the upholstery bug! 

Bec’s shed is in Te Horo and are running classes for beginners, currently the classes are full but 
there will be more classes.  Contact Bec through this link if you are interested.  Bec's Shed 

People laugh at this but it’s only because they really don’t 

understand!  Thanks to Steven F 

An elderly couple came into the shed asking for help assembling a 

flatpack kitchen drawer unit, it kept falling apart!  I put my hand 

up and went along to their house to see what the problem was. 

Her husband with dementia had been assembling it.  He had put 

wooden dowels into all the holes in the side of the unit, including 

additional dowels that Mitre 10 had provided.  He had made no use 

of the proprietary metal fixings which came with the kit!  No 

wonder they kept falling apart! 

I removed the unwanted dowels and used the proprietary fixings 

and soon assembled the drawers. 

It then turned out that they wanted to use the drawers in an 

existing drawer unit, same size but different runners. 

Of course, the runners were a different and were to be fixed in 

different holes in the side of the unit, but I managed to fix the 

runners by using dimensions from the kit cupboard sides. 

Then found out the new runners were slightly thicker than the old 

ones and the drawers were tight and very stiff.  Managed to make 

them work by the aid of oil and wedges.   

Never again, it took 8 hours to ‘assemble a kitset unit’ as it was 

described! Make sure you know what the job entails before taking 

it on!– Roger C 

https://www.becsshed.co.nz/products/upholstery-open-class
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We now have an adhesive label printer in the office 

which will create this preset label to be stuck on to our 

projects where appropriate.  Please use them, It’s all 

good advertising for the shed. 

One of our new projects, a bench seat from the NZMCA park Plimmerton. 

This seat was made in 1949 from Australian jarrah by the father/grandfather/great grandfather of 

nine members of the Wellington Area Nzmca. 

 

The state of the metal seat slats 

The metal seat straps after they had 

been restored 

The restored slats 

The Bench seat is 

progressing well. I have 

purchased some purple heart 

hardwood to replace some of 

the decayed Slats.  

Ray is progressing well on 

the steel frame, having 

welded new feet in place, 

chipped and sanded caked on 

rust and treated the 

steelwork, and started 

painting.  

Thanks to the generous 

donation from Coopers, the 

remaining paint layers are 

removed and we can drill the 

new slats, and filling, 

sanding and applying a 

suitable finish. It’s coming 

along 

By Ray W and Barry T 
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David S has recovered a sailors chest 

and is now busy lining it 

Gavin A refurbishing some low tables You will never guess what Derek C is 

working on! 

Transformer being broken up 

for the copper 

Troy dismantling the equipment 

Stripping wire to get at the copper 

Mick Mc has organised a team to 

dismantle old or broken electronic 

equipment to recover the scrap, there is 

a bit of recycling going on as well. 

Dave M with yet another letterbox 

he made 
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Travel titbits. Texas-Louisiana-Mexico-Belize-Guatemala 

 

Roger K has just come back from a holiday in the USA; Here are some of his memories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas. It’s not just guns - you can legally own a cannon in Texas! 

 

Houston Texas - where they can build rockets, where they can organise the world’s biggest rodeo but where bus 

stops are shoddy and footpaths are sadly lacking. 

 

Louisiana - New Orleans…the Big Easy 

Mardi Gras - the whole of New Orleans seems to be out on the streets… but for different reasons 

Mardi Gras is French for "Fat Tuesday" and is the celebratory carnival that leads up to the beginning of Lent, the 

season of fasting and penitence. 



10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can’t escape 

advertising! – New 

Oreleans sky ads 

Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico 

became key trade port for France 

especially cotton and slaves. 

 

Noodling - the sport of catching catfish 

in muddy water with your hands by 

sticking your arm into holes where the 

catfish hide. 

 

Caribbean barbers shop 

Belize -  

Belize has no McDonald’s, Burger King, or Starbucks — locals prefer their own food chains and cafes. Good on 

them! They also have so many speed bumps on the roads that they see little need for traffic lights. 
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Quetzal - the national bird of Guatemala and the name of their currency.  

 

Guatemala - Mayan 

pyramids built not just 

built for the good views 

from the top. They are 

spiritual gateways 

connecting the earth to 

the heavens and the 

underworld for 

Mayans. 

 

Exact positioning and 

design meant seasons 

could be accurately 

determined eg a snake 

shadow forms down the 

complete length of the 

pyramid stairs on the 

spring equinox 

indicating the time to 

plant crops.  

 

Handy benches at top 

for making sacrifices to 

gods.  
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Do You Remember The Fifties? – With many thanks to Derek Cavanagh 

Given the nature of Menzshed’s role in our lives it is not surprising that we often don’t know much 

about our fellow Sheddies’ histories or hobbies. From time to time, we see or hear snippets or get 

brief glimpses from Newsletter items but not often.   

A short while back I was in a discussion that involved the phrase “Do you remember...” quite regularly 

and it triggered memories of memories if that makes sense. My main hobby for more than half my 

lifetime has been musical theatre. It still is though age and limited agility and no longer allow for 

active participation but, over the years, I have been involved with all aspects of Coasters Musical 

Theatre both on stage and off. From ushering to lead roles in musicals, I’ve been there and done that 

in both Southward Theatre and CMT. 

In 2003, having retired and with time available, I decided to compile and direct a show I called “Do 

You Remember – The Fifties”. The fifties were my teenage years, and I wanted to put together a 

cabaret-style show that would feature not only the music of the fifties, but also historical events of the 

era. It was set in a milk bar and narrated by me as milk bar manager and by a waitress. (The show’s 

success led to subsequent shows featuring the 60s and 70s in the same format but set as a coffee bar 

and wine bar respectively.) 

If readers are interested in being reminded of the years of their youth, here is the script. Follow and 

perhaps be surprised by the events of the time. Be reminded of the music you may have heard on the 

radio, most of which can still be heard online. 

Happy memories. 

Ed; Derek has asked me to stress that the show was performed nine times with a cast of 20 supported by 

musicians and they performed their own version of the songs.  I have added links to the songs most of 
which have the original performer/s so they are illustrative only. 

Do You Remember? – The Fifties 
If I Knew You Were Coming, I’d’ve Baked a Cake.  

Click or Ctrl Click on the blue text to hear the music 

The song was top of the hit parade in the first few months of the 1950’s decade so, given that we are 

about to condense months into minutes, it is appropriate that we feature it in the first moments of our 

show. It was quite typical of the music in vogue at the beginning of the decade – friendly, soft, 

sentimental, inoffensive and completely lacking challenge to anybody about anything.  

The people listening to it were, after all, only a few short years away from almost 6 years of global 
conflict and that generation had had more than enough challenge and excitement in their lives. 

Do you remember the 50s? If you are in your 60s or 70s now (2003) you were right in amongst it. You 

might have been a young parent or a young married or maybe, like me, you were one of that group, 

balanced precariously between infancy and adultery, a period for which a new term was coined – “a 
teenager”.  

Anyway, the decade that was the fifties saw music, like life, change dramatically. At its start singers 

and crooners like Dinah Shore, Perry Como, Doris Day, Mel Torme and the young Frank Sinatra had us 

humming along to the radio. At its end the Rock ‘n’ Roll era and “Elvis” had us turning the world on its 

head. 

So, travel back with us now as we revisit just a sample of the music of the 50s. 

https://youtu.be/5JRngfwa92w


13 
 

1950 

The year 1950 started quietly enough but one of the main diversions was Senator Joe McCarthy seeing 

Reds Under The Beds. By its end the Korean War had begun.  

Meanwhile US television viewers, now hitting the first million, were watching What’s My Line and the 
Burns and Allen Show. 

In New Zealand TEAL began its flying boat service between Wellington and Sydney and we listened to 
the Commonwealth Games from Auckland on the radio.  

Also, on radio Nat King Cole featured regularly, and a young Teresa Brewer hit the charts for the first 

time. 

Music, Music, Music 

Orange Coloured Sky 

1951 
I guess the people of Remington Rand didn’t know what they were starting when they handed over 

the first computer, the UNIVAC 1, to the United States Census Bureau at the end of March 1951.  

Also this year the RNZAF took delivery of its first jets – the de Haviland vampires – and the ANZUS 

Treaty was signed. No connection.  

Long playing records went on sale for the first time though sceptics thought they would never replace 
the popular 78s 

On Broadway in March 1951 King and I opened to huge acclaim and ran for over 1200 performances.  

On October 15 I Love Lucy hit the screens of American televiewers for the first time. That show made 

some records of its own, but a group known as Jackie Brensten and his Delta Cats made a record called 

Rocket 88 which is cited by many music historians as being the very first rock and roll recording. 
Frankly I’ve never heard of it. 

I have heard of these next two numbers, though, and I’m sure you will remember them, too. 

Mocking Bird Hill 

My Heart Cries For You 

1952 
Some big ‘firsts’ happened in 1952: 

• the first passenger jet flew between London and Johannesburg. 
• the first double crossing of the Atlantic by a jet plane took place. 
• the first traffic lights were installed in New York. 
• the first contraceptive pill was made. 
• the first hydrogen bomb was exploded. 
• in New Zealand, Maori was taught in schools for the first time, and 
• our first TV experiments were carried out. 

 
In other parts of the world television had really taken hold and in America politicians were starting to 

realise its potency. The Democratic Party purchased 30 minutes of TV time to promote its candidate, 

Adlai Stevenson. Stevenson was bombarded with hate-mail for interrupting the broadcast of I Love 
Lucy and lost the election. 

https://youtu.be/HXYwP6PNYRA
https://youtu.be/c3e-3kvhSTU
https://youtu.be/U7zrMzVNYwo
https://youtu.be/WPeK2hj02Xo
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On February 6th, 1952, Britain and the Commonwealth reeled to the news of the death of King George 

6th and rejoiced at the accession of his elder daughter, Elizabeth 2nd. The King is dead – long live the 

Queen. 

Meanwhile we were listening to Rosemary Clooney, Doris Day, Guy Mitchell and Jo Stafford. 

Half As Much 

When I fall in Love 

Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 

You Belong To Me 

1953 
1953 was another year of technical and medical advancement. It saw the first 3D film released – 

Bwana Devil – and the structure of DNA determined while the Salk vaccine provided a much-needed 
breakthrough against the scourge of polio. 

And in America the first colour television sets went on sale for about US$1,175, Lucille Ball and Dezi 

Arnez signed an $8 million contract to continue with I Love Lucy, now watched by 68% of the viewing 
population.  

A Memphis truck driver called Elvis Presley made his first record. 

On May 29th, just as the world was poised for the coronation of the new Queen, there came word that 

Edmund Hillary and Sherpa Tenzing had successfully reached the summit of Mt Everest, or, as he so 

eloquently put it – “We knocked the bastard off”. 

Among those who made the charts in 1953 were Frank Sinatra, Frankie Laine and Julie London with 
these numbers. 

Baubles Bangles and Beads 

I Believe 

Cry Me A River 

1954 
Perhaps ‘energy’ is a word to describe 1954. Nuclear energy was used in the new submarine Nautilus, 

launched in January; energy was expended in Bikini Atoll with a hydrogen bomb tested in March; 

human energy reached a peak when Roger Bannister ran the first sub-four-minute mile; and Elvis 

recorded “That’s All Right”, His first single.  

There was also a new energy rumbling through New Zealand. (I love this!) 

“An enquiry is ordered into what is described as widespread immorality among young people in the 

Hutt Valley. Cabinet sets up a special committee to investigate the matter. This marks the official 

recognition of problems caused by youth shortly to be labelled as ‘milk bar cowboys’, ‘bodgies’ and 

widgies.” 

I wonder where they are now? 

On air we listened to groups like The Cordettes and, sometimes, British singers like David Whitfield. 

Mr Sandman 

https://youtu.be/6iX3z5toR08
https://youtu.be/Z1-YxKMigmA
https://youtu.be/Jk22CHRAoPU
https://youtu.be/zQfF84ackMM
https://youtu.be/GXggztdT2XE
https://youtu.be/VuHFQ7KZOKA
https://youtu.be/MkD_kYkRk3c
https://youtu.be/CX45pYvxDiA
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Cara Mia 

1955 
Disneyland opened for the first time in 1955 and with it the Mickey Mouse Club which would go on to 

nurture many screen stars.  

Not so Mickey Mouse were the efforts of General Motors which was making so much money they had 
to coin the word “billion” to account for it.  

And Scrabble made its debut. 

In New Zealand the Rimutaka Tunnel opened and a brand-new phenomenon, the multi-storey 
carpark, opened at Farmers in Auckland. 

On the music scene there is a time bomb was waiting to go off. The mellow post-war mood was 

starting to evaporate. The new “Teenage” generation wanted action and several films catered to this 
demand - “Wild One” with Marlon Brando, “Rebel Without a Cause” with James Dean. 

In 1953 a song had been written with Bill Haley and the Comets in mind, but it wasn’t recorded until 

April of 1954. It received a luke-warm response until the makers of another action movie adopted it 

for the opening of their new film. Blackboard Jungle opened in March 1955. By July “Rock Around The 
Clock’ had reached Top Single status in America and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Rock Around The Clock 

Moments To Remember 

1956 
In 1956 Melbourne hosted the Olympics, My Fair Lady opened in New York, Grace Kelly married her 
prince and IBM invented the first hard disk – all 5 megabytes of it. 

By now the medium of television was mushrooming and the first Eurovision Song Contest was held in 

May. In April Videotape had been demonstrated for the first time and by October it was being used in 
television programming.  

Closer to home construction began on the Wairaki Geothermal Power Station and Give Way signs 
were erected for the first time. 

Meanwhile, across the airwaves, Dad and Dave continued their outback adventures, Doctor Paul held 

his patients and Portia still Faced Life. Musically the ballad-style of the early fifties was mixing 

somewhat tentatively with the new era of Rock ‘n’ Roll and while Cathy Carr and the Four Aces stuck 

with the tried and true, Kay Starr saw possibilities in the merging of the styles. 

Ivory Tower 

Rock and Roll Waltz 

Standing On The Corner 

1957 
Of major political importance in 1957 was the Treaty of Rome establishing the European Economic 
Community.  

https://youtu.be/LE9pRwVYo5k
https://youtu.be/ZgdufzXvjqw
https://youtu.be/rTuDn7IE-4Q
https://youtu.be/O3vBygZbkjQ
https://youtu.be/pJcJIK5olDo
https://youtu.be/i9AtE1h9hx0


16 
 

Of technical interest was the Space Race which saw USSR launch Sputnik 1, the first artificial satellite 

to orbit earth, on October 4. Two months later, on December 6, America’s first attempt failed, blowing 

up on the launch pad. Also the Frisbee was invented. 

In Liverpool, on January 16th, a small nightclub opened called The Cavern Club. Its proprietors could 

not, in their wildest dreams, imagine the place it would gain, thanks to the Beetles, in the history of 
popular music.  

West Side Story hit the stage and Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel started their recording career under 

the name of Tom and Jerry. 

New Zealand saw its last hanging, its first Holden car assembled, and Hillary reach the South Pole. 

Very close to home the Paraparaumu Beach Carnival was a success but not totally unqualified, 

according to reports. “Traffic saturation, pedestrian chaos, concentration of teddy boys, etc, drew 

much adverse comment and caused many raised eyebrows”. 

At around that time the Blue-Moon Ballroom celebrated its 5th birthday and was reported to be very 

popular. “A combination of radio advertising, strict but not rigid discipline and no encouragement of 

‘Rock ‘n’ Rollers’. 

Rock ‘n’ Roll was becoming very popular on the radio, though and Buddy Holly had his own brand. 

Peggy Sue You must play this one if you were alive in the fifties! (ED) 

All The Way 

1958 
By 1958 the Space Race was on with a vengeance. Though Sputnik 1 fell to earth on January 4th, by 

the 31st America had launched Explorer 1. Before the year was over they would get through to 
Explorer 4 plus Vanguard 1. 

Of more concern to the American public, however, was the fact that Elvis Presley received his draft 
notice. 

Back home we witnessed the introduction of the Hula Hoop, Johnny Devlin became our local pop star 

and the first Supermarket opened in Auckland.  

Arnold Nordmeyer, our Finance Minister, achieved notoriety with his Black Budget which savagely 

increased duty on beer, petrol and tobacco. 

A book called “The Bodgie – A Study of Abnormal Psychology” became a best-seller. It was a study of 

Bodgies, Widgies, yahoos, larrikins, hooligans and yobs, which it described as “social end products of 

two devastating wars and the possible victims of a third”. Where are you now? 

Dean Martin, Connie Francis and Bobby Day were popular on the air. 

Volare 

Stupid Cupid 

Rockin’ Robin 

1959 
In 1959 America grew rapidly, geographically speaking, by admitting Alaska and Hawaii into 
statehood. 

https://youtu.be/OUesbTObC9A
https://youtu.be/WxxDK0sFENo
https://youtu.be/ZPnd2UKrh6c
https://youtu.be/7EQX70weW8o
https://youtu.be/uLF3YZIjucs
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The ever youthful, ever perfect Barbie first saw the light of day. 

Russia scored another first when Luna 2 sent back pictures of the dark side of the moon. 

February 2, 1959, became known as “The Day The Music Died” when Buddy Holly, Richie Valens and 

The Big Bopper were killed when their plane crashed. 

1959 also saw the opening of “The Sound of Music” and in New Zealand we had a few openings of our 

own – the Auckland Harbour Bridge, Wellington Airport, and a hole in the ground in Taranaki which 
produced natural gas.  

The first New Zealand made LP was produced by HMV and the Chinese gooseberry officially became 

the Kiwifruit. 

Paul Evans and Marty Robbins gave us these next two numbers. 

Sitting in the Back Seat 

El Paso 

Close 
Ladies and Gentlemen, we are now going to take a break of about 15 minutes, but we will be back. We 

have looked, year by year, at the decade that was the fifties but what happens now is largely up to you, 

our audience. In your programme you will find a list of music we have not yet covered and, when we 

return, I will invite each table to select one song from that list for us to perform. That song may have a 

special meaning to you and, if so, you may like to share that memory with us – but only if you want to. 

Meanwhile we leave you with a number made popular by Tommy Steele as Len leads the company 
reflecting on the fact that we were saying, even in 1959, that:  

Fings Ain’t Wot They Used Ter Be  (Max Bygraves Version] 

Thanks again Derek 

 

The End of Windows 10 in October 25? - by Roger C 

Several Menzshed members have approached me asking what they should do about their computer when 

Windows 10 loses its support to Windows 11.  Microsoft wants you to do a free upgrade to Windows 11 

but Win 11 has new security features which require a modern computer and many people’s computers 

are too old.  Here’s an update about what is happening and how to upgrade if you have an older machine. 

It’s not the end of Win 10. Win 10 will go on for as long as you want it to.  But if you continue with it, 

you will be more susceptible to hacking and virus attacks as hackers get more devious and cunning.  

The annoying monthly updates Microsoft’s have been sending have been keeping you reasonably safe 
in Win 10 for the last ten years.  

However, now there is a Trusted Platform Module, (TPM) which provides additional security, TPM 

requires dedicated chips on the computer’s motherboard used to store critical information like 

encryption keys and user credentials, making it harder for hackers to compromise the system.  This is 
why Microsoft wants you to upgrade your computer. 

Things are changing. Microsoft are having second thoughts about insisting on modern computers 

caused by the lack of people upgrading to Win 11. They have now reduced their required computer 

https://youtu.be/u1cjaheraq8
https://youtu.be/KAO7vs_Q9is
https://youtu.be/Eg-Ycc-yKqY
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specifications to allow more people to upgrade.  It may be that your machine may now be eligible so 

try doing an upgrade on the official route before you do anything else I explain below. 

You have several options come October this year: 

1. Upgrade to Window 11 If your computer tells you your machine is compatible with Win 11, go to 
Settings / Update and select update to Win 11, an hour or so later you will have a Win 11 machine with 
all your programs and data. – do back up your files, photos etc first. 
 

2. Do nothing, Win 10 will continue, Microsoft will not send you any more updates.  This may be a relief to 
some of us!  If you choose this option, I recommend you have a good anti-virus program.  
 

3. Do nothing and pay Microsoft for monthly security updates similar to what you are getting for free now.  
You will have to pay for these ‘Extended Security Updates’ at $30pa, (not clear whether this is US$ or 
NZ$).  It looks like these updates will be available for 3 years.  After this you are on your own.   
 
These are security updates, not upgrades or additional features.  
 
Full updates to Win 11 are free 
 

4. Buy a new machine – Laptop or PC.  You may be able to pick up a refurbished machine running Win 11 
for a reasonable price.  Laptops are not so easily obtained and refurbished machines can have battery 
problems. Or, if you have the capability, replace your motherboard with a Win 11 compatible one, but 
you will also need a new processor and different ram. 
 

5. Try to upgrade to Win 11. 

a. Win 11 will load normally on any -not too old- machine so long that it has TPM.  It’s probably 
worth initially trying the Settings Update route incorporated in the Win 10 Settings / Update and 
Security folder.  Backup your data first in case something goes wrong. 
 

b. If 5a does not work, try using Flyby11.  Flyby11 is shareware, or more accurately ‘donation ware’ 
and works by pretending the Win11 installation is for a computer server, so the installation 
program does not do the Win11 checks and the end result is a perfectly normal version of 
Win11.  I have done this very successfully - this is how you do it: 
 

i. Download Flyby11.zip from here , 
read the text and click on 
‘Releases’ at the RH side of the 
page and select Flyby11.zip.   
 
It should appear in your 
Downloads folder, open it and 
select Extract All, (at the top of 
the screen), which will create a 
folder with all the programs.  
Open Flyby11.exe  and it will open 
this window which assesses your chances of getting Win11. 
 

https://github.com/builtbybel/Flyby11
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ii. If your upgrade possibility is low, then you are probably stuck with options 2 to 4 above. 
 

iii. If your upgrade possibility is high press the ‘Start Upgrade Now! Button. 
 

iv. A new window like this 
should open: 
 
You need to get the latest 
version of Win11 from 
Microsoft, I recommend 
you choose the ‘Download 
on Fido’ option 
 

v. This results in this Fido 
selection box – chose the 
items shown. 
 

vi. Once the Win11 file is downloaded drag 
it from your downloads box to the blue 
box above. 
 

vii. The Win11 installation should start, 
ignoring references to a Server and 
respond to any questions asked.  Win11 
took an hour and a half to load on my 
machine and I am using now to write 
this article. 
 

viii. You may like to support the developer. 
 

I have to say I don’t particularly like Win 11 and will be looking for some kind of Win 10 emulator to match the 
Win 10 menu system.  They are available. 

NOTE - UNLESS you take precautions, except for 1 and 5a & b above, installing Win 11 will overwrite your 
data, letters, photographs etc., and any installed programs. It’s sensible to backup your precious data 
and programs anyway.   

  

1 

I have no interest 

who built the 

drainage to the 

car park.  I want 

to know who built 

the fence! 
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Click on this link! 

I had positive feedback on the article in last month’s newsletter on links to YouTube videos.  Here are 

some more links I found interesting.  

If you find any gems on the Internet, please share them and I will put them up here, (if appropriate)!  

Below is an explanation on how to get the link to a YouTube video you may have to press Ctrl as you 

click on the blue text.  It doesn’t work on a printout! 

 

How to fix broken plastic. 
Click here for link 

 

 
 
How to play a tune on a typewriter 
Click here for link 
 
 

 
 
 
Robots in Paraparaumu  
With thanks to Barry T 
 
Click here for link 

 

 

 

How to get the link to a YouTube video. 

Right click anywhere on the video screen, while it is playing, and a black box like this should open up. 

Left click on the second item, “Copy video URL”, and you should be able to paste the result into an 
email.   

It should look something like this “https://youtu.be/xX31J9cBR2o”.   

This is the link. Send it to me at Currier.Roger@Gmail.com.  I will check it out and put it in the 
newsletter if suitable. 

https://youtu.be/IMoZj4FI7qM
https://youtu.be/Q0AvfHSk_mw
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1LAYvwMQGz/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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Plus a special mention of support of our MenzShed Kapiti backers, local businesses, supporters, and 

sponsors. 

 

Plus that ongoing support for our projects and community activities 

Stair tread edges and 

trims 

We receive 10 litres of Cabots stains annually from Dulux 

 


